Thrombin activatable fibrinolysis inhibitor (TAFI) at the interface between coagulation and fibrinolysis.
The thrombin-catalysed conversion of plasma fibrinogen into fibrin and the development of an insoluble fibrin clot are the final steps of the coagulation cascade during haemostasis. A delicate balance between coagulation and fibrinolysis determines the stability of the fibrin clot. Thrombin Activatable Fibrinolysis Inhibitor (TAFI) plays an important role in this process. TAFI is activated by thrombin and protects the fibrin clot against lysis. The role of TAFI in bleeding and thrombotic disorders is discussed as well as its novel emerging role in wound healing and inflammation.